Studies on India
Stephen Neill not only loved India but understood it deeply. Although his family had a long history with the subcontinent through missions, business, and the civil service, it was a surprise when Neill, a standout scholar, abandoned a coveted fellowship at Trinity in 1924 in order to set sail for a missionary post in rural South India. There he came under the supervision of Amy Carmichael (1867-1951), a notable mission personality with as tenacious a mind as Neill's. It was thus not surprising that the relationship did not long endure. Neill's gifts, however, were quickly snatched up by others, and he lived in India for twenty years, becoming fluent in Tamil and Malayalam and learning to read Urdu and Sanskrit. After leaving Tinnevelly in
The Literary Legacy of Stephen Neill

Dyron B. Daughrity
1944, Neill visited India about every other year, as he and his sister Isabel kept a house in Coonoor, a hill station in modernday Tamil Nadu.
Neill's first Indian book, Out of Bondage (1930) , was prefaced with the words "The life of India is in the villages" (p. 5). This little-known work gives an overview of Christian life in the South Indian village. At the time of writing, Neill had been in India for about three years and had just finished a short tenure on the staff at Alwaye Union Christian College in North Travancore, in modern-day Kerala. By the time the book was published, Neill had moved to Palamcottah in Tinnevelly, modern-day Tamil Nadu. The book, which reveals an insatiable mind and a focused effort to fully understand his environment, could be considered something of a "manners and customs" text. It provides remarkably detailed descriptions of the geography, flora, architecture, and people, although a sophisticated understanding of caste is lacking, exhibited in statements such as, "But now caste has had its day, and its reign is visibly coming to an end" (p. 20 
Stephen Neill
sult of a four-month tour of the major non-Roman churches of eastern Asia.
5 By this time, Neill had left India and was serving as associate general secretary of the World Council of Churches. The tour, sponsored jointly by the WCC and the IMC, aimed to ameliorate the problem of the vast gulf that had developed during the Second World War between the Western churches and the younger churches. 6 Neill was the perfect choice. His trip proved to be a success in that a major WCC representative was able to establish strong connections with Asian Christian leaders and to report the state of the younger churches to the churches of the West. Neill visited thirteen regions in all: the Philippines, China, Formosa (Taiwan), Japan, Korea, Indonesia, Siam (Thailand), Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, Burma (Myanmar), India, and Pakistan. This book is one of Neill's best. The tour of these younger churches established Neill as the point man for a consciously emerging world Christian movement.
While the 1948 trip provided a cache of material for Neill to draw upon for publishing many articles, his first love, India, remained his subject for book-length studies. In 1954 he published Under Three Flags, a passionate study of India, Pakistan, and Ceylon (Sri Lanka) that explores their histories, religions, and written by an Englishman!" 8 Neill's command of European and Indian languages equipped him to tap many different archives. Nowadays, however, sharply focused regional studies surpass what Neill could write-except for his obvious mastery of the South Indian context.
In 2003 I encountered an Indian theologian who prohibited his students from reading Neill. To him, Neill's colonial mind was no longer appropriate for the Indian context. Granted, his two volumes would be more accurately entitled A History of Christian Missions in India. Nevertheless, they are the fruit of sustained, seasoned, concentrated thinking. While more in-depth, less "colonial" works continue to appear, Stephen Neill is still a superb guide for a general understanding of this complicated field.
World Christian Books
Stephen Neill lived and worked in Geneva from 1947 to 1962. He began his time there in a joint position working for the archbishop of Canterbury and for the WCC. By 1952, however, Neill was no longer assistant archbishop, nor was he on the WCC executive staff. Rather, he was serving as general editor and director of World Christian Books (WCB). The chief goal of WCB was to publish "good simple literature" that would be made widely available "in the languages of the Younger Churches." 9 The output of World Christian Books was considerable. Besides publishing seventy "simple" books in thirty-five languages, WCB published more scholarly efforts, including Concise Dictionary of the Bible (1966) and Concise Dictionary of the Christian World Mission (1970) .
WCB was conceived by Stephen Neill shortly after 1950, when he took a long tour of Africa, such as he had done in Asia in 1948. Both tours were projects of the IMC. Neill visited many African theological schools, taking extensive notes and returning with a sense of the pressing need for getting basic theological books into the hands of clergy and teachers. This trip resulted in Neill's-with strong support from Charles Raven, an influential professor of divinity at Cambridge-proposing a massive enterprise for producing basic theological books that could benefit
The tour of these younger churches established Neill as the point man for a consciously emerging world Christian movement.
distinct settings within the Christian world mission. This text is particularly useful for those eager to understand the history of the split of these three nations, as well as the roots of the continuing difficulties. In 1970 To conclude this section, we take a brief look at Neill's two-volume magnum opus, A History of Christianity in India. The first volume was published in 1984, the year of his death. The second volume, which he had essentially completed, was published posthumously in 1985, with editing help from Neill's Oxford colleague Alister McGrath. Alas, Neill meant to publish a final third volume, but his death prevented it. One Indian reviewer captured what most scholars of the field felt: "The book is carefully researched. . . . Neill writes in the old style, where scholarship was not technical, and virtuosity did not lie in the elegance of terms, but lay in the telling of a story. This is a book written with the layman in mind, by a theologian who was a missionary and a Bishop in India, a child of missionaries and one with a deep love for India. . . . But certainly it is a book The trip resulted in Neill's proposing a massive enterprise for producing basic theological books that could benefit leaders of the younger churches.
leaders of the younger churches. The IMC sponsored the endeavor but the funding came mainly from missionary organizations and individuals. The books began to sell well, and dependence on donations decreased over time.
Most of the WCB books were originally published in English, but translations were made immediately. Neill was at his best looking over manuscripts in various languages, connecting with scholars from all corners of the globe, and soliciting contributions of money through his network of ongoing worldwide correspondence. Between 1954 and 1963 
to write that the books "betrayed quality and originality and standards."
10 Nevertheless, they were very useful to the meager libraries so often found in the regions of the younger church. Most important, these books were designed to be relatively easy to translate. From Tamil to Swedish, Arabic to French, Malagasy to Chinese, the books were produced and translated at breakneck speed. Neill was motivated by his strong belief that the younger churches needed him to work hard and fast. Neill 12 Neill began this series of useful books with a sweeping 334-page history of the church, The Christian Society (1952) . His thesis was that the organic nature of the church prevented it from stagnating or becoming monolithic. The global awareness this history reveals is striking. It is not Eurocentric, and in this respect Neill was ahead of his time. He gave serious attention to Byzantium, to Christian interaction with other religions (particularly Islam), and to the age of expansion by focusing less on the heroic missionaries and more on the recent evolution of the younger churches.
Two years later Neill worked with Ruth Rouse to produce A History of the Ecumenical Movement, 1517-1948 (1954) . The usefulness of this volume need not be emphasized here, other than to note that this work, possibly more than any other of Neill's books, continues to serve the missiological and ecumenical communities as a reference. It is an essential text, "a fundamental contribution to historical studies."
13
In 1957 Neill published his chief missiological treatise, The Unfinished Task, which we could call his theology of mission. Although dated and no longer in demand, it is a sophisticated analysis of the mission situation in the midst of colonial decline. Neill's global purview is obvious. In this text he clearly emphasizes the younger churches, what he terms "the dynamic minority." As time has shown, however, the days of the younger churches' being the minority were numbered. Neill was one of the first to see clearly the trend of Christianity "moving south." The Unfinished Task sold well and put Neill on the missions lecture circuit, where he remained the rest of his life. It also prompted his next book, Creative Tension (1959) , based on his Duff Lectureship of 1958. In this follow-up, Neill focused his sights on missionary strategy by covering four themes: the approach to non-Christian religions, rising nationalism, the partnership of the older and younger churches, and "approach to mission." During this period Neill produced one of his best-selling books, Anglicanism (1958) , a classic introductory text that warmly introduces the Anglican way. Many Anglicans still cut their teeth on it, which has led to many printings and at least four editions. Neill had a passionate devotion to his denomination. Twenty years after Neill's death, Gerald Anderson, who knew him well, once mentioned Neill's "Anglocentrist" tendencies. 14 Anglicanism is a great book, written by one of the most Anglican churchmen of the twentieth century.
Neill's next major work, A History of Christian Missions (1964) , was one of those rare books that everyone in a particular field reads. According to Cragg and Chadwick, this book "could have been written by no one else of his generation." 15 Neill's book was volume 6 in the prestigious Pelican History of the Church series, which put him in the company of Henry Chadwick, Owen Chadwick, Alec Vidler, R. W. Southern, and Gerald Cragg. This book, more than any other, established Neill as an important scholar. Almost instantly he became established as one of the chief historians of the expansion of Christianity. This masterpiece continues to be used in university and seminary courses. It is actually the first in a Neill trilogy on the academic study of missions history. Neill's follow-up to the Pelican volume was a considerable work in itself entitled Colonialism and Christian Missions (1966) . Both of these works are striking in their readability, balanced assessment, and genuinely global approach. Neill was as acquainted with Japanese and Russian colonial rule as he was with British. These works make clear his voracious appetite for reading, in many languages. His descriptions of significant historical figures gives one the sense that Neill had told some As general editor, Neill had global connections that uniquely equipped him to acquire an impressive ensemble of authorship for the World Christian Books.
tempted since Edwin M. Bliss's Encyclopaedia of Missions in 1891. At 700 pages and totaling around 2,000 entries, the work represents a major contribution to missions scholarship. Neill and his colleagues drew up three lists: geographic regions, great missions leaders from every race and confession, and general subjects of interest "ranging from acculturation to witchcraft" (as stated in the preface). Neill's herculean contribution was to write about 20 percent of the articles. The Concise Dictionary is still extremely handy; it deserves to be updated.
Historical Studies
Besides Neill's work on mission in India and with the WCB, he was a prolific church historian. No mere academician, he manifested an unflagging desire to equip the church and its leaders through his writings. His historical studies were always warm, friendly, and almost pastoral. Rather than writing to an audience, he wrote for his readers, conveying the sense that he genuinely wanted to help his readers understand the material.
In the 1950s and 1960s Neill produced a number of books that were serious scholarly contributions. Cragg and Chadwick wrote of this period in Neill's life that the quality of his books changed. chronic insomnia and his lifelong state of bachelorhood. Neill's timing was prescient; he had a remarkable ability to anticipate the next hot topic. He became one of the early proponents of a Christian model for interreligious dialogue.
Years later, Neill's second major work on interreligious dialogue appeared: Salvation Tomorrow (1976) 18 Clearly, his missionary years had equipped him for understanding the religions of India, including Islam. But in these lectures he covered other world religions as well, for which he had undertaken new, extensive study. He was no doubt helped by his passion for taking on new subjects, mixed with about interreligious dialogue, missions, and ecumenism in a unified manner is clearest here. He made his thesis explicit in the subtitle: The Originality of Jesus Christ and the World's Religions. His Christology remained firm-some would say uncompromising-until the end of his life. This belief was explicitly reinforced in 1984, the year of his death, when The Supremacy of Jesus was published. Neill's commitment to Jesus Christ was evident in his final declaration that Jesus was, in his view, "The Central Point of History" (introduction).
Neill's indefatigable work ethic made his missiological literary legacy rich indeed. Toward the end of his life his pace only increased. The year 1984 was his most productive in terms of published books. By 1984, however, Neill was aware that his course was run, and he was eager to bequeath his knowledge to the next generation. Gerald Anderson was one who utilized the bishop's gifts whenever he was in the United States, as Neill was a frequent guest of the Overseas Ministries Study Center, in New Haven, Connecticut. Thanks to Anderson, we have a series of videotaped lectures by Neill, given at OMSC only weeks before his death.
